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R o a m i A wiHoiaH 

B A K E R & M I L L E R PLLC 
* I lORNEVS i n a COUNSELLORS 

2401 PCHNBVLVANIA AVENUE NW 

SUITE 300 

WASHINGTON DC 20037 

TELEPHONE: {202 )083 -7030 

TACSIMILE (202) a03-rB«B 

(302) 003-.fS24 ( D j r M I Dial) 

fc-Uaii; (w lnb l ihQbakaranamHiar .con i 

February 13.2013 

BY HAND DELIVERY 
Cynthia T. Brown. Chief 
Section of Administration. Office of Proceedings 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington DC 20423-0001 

Vz^^ f^ / ''®^ 320/3 

Re- 'The Alabama Great Southern Railroad Company - Abandonment Exemption 
- In Gadsden Etowah County. Alabama, STB Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No. 
33SX): and Tennessee. Alabama and Georgia Railway Company-
Abandonment Exemption-In Gadsden. Etowah County, Alabama. STB 
Dockei No. AB-290 (Sub-No 340X) 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

Pursuant to the Board's abandonment class exemption procedures for lines with no 
local business for at least two years (49 C.F.R. part 1152. subpart F). enclosed are an original and 
11 copies of jointly-illed verified abandonment notice of exemption for the abandonment of 
interconnecting rail lines owned by the following Norfolk Southern Railway Company subsidiaries: 
1'he Alabama Great Southern Railroad Company;and Tennessee. Alabama, and Georgia Railway 
Company. 

A check in the amount of $7,400.00 is enclosed to cover the applicable filing fees. Please 
acknowledge reeeipi and filing of the joint notice of exemption by date stamping the enclosed 
eleventh copy and returning it lo lhc courier 10 return to mc. 

f ^e 13 2013. 

T B . . SURFACE 

^AMSPORTATIONBOAflD 

Sinccrcly. 

J \ - M . 'Y^'T**'^*^^ 

Enclosures 

Robert A. Wimbish 
Altorney for 'fhe Alabama Great Southem 

Railroad Company, and Tennessee. Alabama 
and Georgia Railway Company 

cc: Maquiling Purkerson. Marc Kirchner 
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BEFORETHE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHING' S I I I N C T O N , D C ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Q 

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X) 

THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 340X) 
^ ^ ^ Z O l 

TENNESSEE, ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY 
- ABANDON.MENT EXEMniON -

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

.lOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT 

f& t RECEIVED 
FEB 1 3 2013-

IRAMSPORTATION BOAW 

FBLE 

Fchriiar)' 13,2013 

FEB 13 2013 

SURFACE 
ffiANSPORTATION BOARD 

Robert A. WirnhLsh 
BAKKK & MlLI.LK PLLC 
2401 Penn.sylviinia Ave., NW 
Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20037 
Tel: (202)663-7824 
Fax: (202)663-7849 

Attorney for The Alabama Great Southern 
Ruilroiiil Company, and Tcnneshce, Alabama 
and Georgia Railway Company 



BEFORETHE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Suh-No. 335X) 

THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

STB Docker No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 340X) 

TENNESSEE, ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT 

The Alabama Great Southern Railroad Company ("AGS''), and 'fennessee, Alabama, and 

Geoigia Railway Company ("'fAG'') - both wholly-owned railroad subsidiaries ofNorfolk 

Southern Railway Company ("NSR") - hereby jointly submit a verified notice of exemption 

pursuant to 49 C F R. part 1152. subpart F (Exempt Abandonments and Discontinuances of 

Ser\'iee and 'frackage Rights) to abandon approximately 4.25 miles of intereonnected rail line 

located in Gadsden. Etowah County. Alabama. Specifically. AGS will abandon approximately 

3.10 miles of lail line (the "AGS Segment*') extending between milepost 2.40 AG (near Cabot 

Ave. in Gadsden) and milepost 5.50 AG (ncai lhc inteisection of River and Cuosa Streets in 

Gadsden), und 'fAG will abandon approximately 1.15 miles of rail line (the "'fAG Segment*') 

cxicnding between milepost TA 90.30 (located between the north end of Brooksidc Drive and 



Owls llollow Road in Gadsden) and milepust 'f A 91.45 (at the 'I'AG Segment's connection with 

the AGS Segment west of N 5'" Street in Gadsden).' 

In accordance with the requirements of 49 C.I-'.R §§ 1152.50(b) and (d). AGS and 'fAG 

provide the following information in support of this abandonment notice: 

Certification: 49 C.F.R. S ll52.50fh) 

AGS and TAG certify that the Line satisfies the criteria for abandonment under the 

e.\emption provisions at 49 C F.R part 1152. subpart F See Certification of R.A Bartle, 

General Manager Western Region for Norfolk Southern Railway Company, attached hereto as 

Fxhibit A During the past two years, there has been no local or overhead common carrier 

service provided over the Line, nor have there been any requests for common earner ser\'ice 

Prono.scd Consummation Dale: 49 C.F.R. S 1152.50(d)(2) 

'fhc abandonment will be consummated on or uHer April 4. 2013 (50 days afler the filing 

ofthe notice of exemption) 

Additional Information Rcouircd: 49 C.F.R. Sti I l52.22faUn-(4K (7M81 and (cM4) 

Rxact name of applicants (49 C.V R S 1152.22(al( I)): 

'fhc Alabama Grc-at Southem Railroad Company 

Tennessee. Alabama, and Georgia Railway Company 

Whether aonlicants are common carriers bv railioad (49 C.F.R. S 1152 22fa)(2l)-

Both AGS and 'I'AG are common carriers by railroad subject to the Bourd*s jurisdiction 

under49 U.SC Subtitle IV. 

Colleciively. the AGS Segment and the TAG Segment will be referred to herein as the "Line. 



Relief soutiht (49 C F.R. g 1152 22fa¥3)V 

Pursuant to this notice of exemption, AGS will abandon the approximately 3.10-milc 

AGS Segment extending between milepost 2.40 AG (near Cabot Ave m Gadsden) and milepost 

5.50 AG (near the intersection of River and Coosa Streets in Gadsden), and 'I'AG will abandon 

the approximately I 15-mile 'I'AG Segment extending between milepost 'I'A 90.30 (located 

between the north end of Brooksidc Drive and Owls I lollow Road in Gadsden) und milepost TA 

91.45 (at the 'I'AG Segment's connection with the AGS Segment west of N 5"' Street in 

Gudsden). Collectively, AGS and 'I'AG .seek to abandon roughly 4.25 miles of rail line located 

in Gadsden. Etowah County. Alabama. 

Map (49 C.F.R J> 1152 22(a)(4)): 

A detailed map showing the location ofthe Line is attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

Aonlicant*s reoresentative (49 C.F.R ti 1152.22(a)f7)). 

'fhc repre.sentative of AGS and 'I'AG to whom correspondence regarding this' 

abandonment and discontinuance of service proceeding should be sent is us follows: 

Robert A. Wimbish 
BAKER & MILLER PLLC 
2401 Pcnnsvlvania Ave., NW, Suite 300 
Washington. DC 20037 
'fel: (202)663-7824 
l-ax: (202) 663-7849 

USPS ZIP codes (49 C.F.R. 6 11.52.22(a)(8)V 

'fhc Line traverses United Stales Postal Zip Code territory 35901 and 35904 

Suitability ofthe Line for Othei Public Puino.scs (49 C I- R. g 1152 22(c)(4)): 

AGS and 'fAG have no opinion as to whether or not the Line and its right-of-way would 

be suited foi other public purposes. AGS and TAG are unaware of any plans targeting any or all 

ofthe subject right-of-way for such puiposes. 'fhe Line does not contain federally-granted right-



of-wuy. As appropriate. AGS and 'I'AG are willing promptly to make available any infomiaiion 

in Its possession lo anyone so requesting it. 

Labor Protection 

Because the Line has been out of service for over two years, it is unlikely that any 

railroad employees will be adversely affected by exereise of abandonment and discontinuance 

authority. However, as a condition lo exercise ofthe authority permitted in this matter. AGS and 

TAG will accept the imposition of standard labor protective conditions as set forth in Oreuon 

Short Line R. Co - Abandonment - Goshen. 360 I C C 91 (1979). 

Ccrtificalions 

Attached hercio as Exhibit C arc Certificates of Service and Publication certifying that 

AGS and 'I'AG have complied with the advance notice and newspaper publication rcquircmenis 

set forth at 49 CF R. § 1152.50(d)(1) und 49 C.F.R § 1105 12. rcspcctively. Attached as 

Rxhibii D is u certification of compliance with the advance notice lequircmcnts for 

Environmental and Historic Reports as set forth at 49 CF R. § 1105 I I . 



Environmental and illsloric Report 

As is rcfiectcd in its certification of compliance with the provisions of 49 CF R. g 

1105.11 (Exhibit D). AGS und 'I'AG have prcpared a consolidated Environmental and I listoric 

Report ("E&HR'') for the Line, which confoims to lhe requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7 and 

1105.8. A copy ofthutE&IIR IS attached hereto as Attachment 1 toExhibitD(§ 1105.11 

certification). 

Respectfully submitted. 

Robert A. Wimbish 
BAKER & MILLER PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Ave.. NW 
Suite 300 
Washington. DC 20037 
Tel. (202)663-7824 
I'ax: (202) 663-7849 

Atiorney for The Alabama Great Southem 
Railroad Company, and 'fennes.see. 
Alabama, and Georgia Railway Company 

Februarv 13.2013 



BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 

STB Ducket No. AB-290 (Suh-No. .V 5̂X) 

THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

STB Ducket No. AB-29U (Suh-No. 340X) 

TENNESSEE, ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY 
-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT 

VERIFICATION 



Verification 

I. John Friedmann, Vice President for Norfolk Southern Railway Company, parent company of 
The Alabama Great Southern Railroad Company ("AGS") and Tennessee. Alabama, and 
Georgia Railway Company ("TAG"), hereby venfy under penalty of poQury that to the best of my 
knowledge the foregoing abandonment notice of exemption is true and correct Further, I certify 
that I am qualified and authonzed to make such verification on behalf of NSR in connection with 
this proceeding before the Surface Transportation Board 

Executed this 10*̂  day of December, 2012 

John H. Fnedmann 
Vice President 

V 



BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 

S'TB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X) 

THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMIHTION -

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Suh-No. 340X) 

TENNESSEE, ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT 

EXHIBIT A 

CERTIFICATION 



CERTIFICATION 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

ss 

CITY OF ATLANTA: 

R A. Bartle makes oath and says that he is General Manager Western 

Region for Norfolk Southern Railway Company; that the rail line between Mileposts 

2 40 AG and 5.50 AG, and between mileposts TA 90.30 and TA 91.45, over which 

service is to be abandoned, is subject to his supervision and direction; that no local 

traffic has moved over the line for at least two years, that no overhead traffic has moved 

over the line for at least two years and that overhead traffic, if there were any, could be 

rerouted over other lines; and that no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on 

the line or a state or local government entity acting on behalf of such user regarding 

cessation of sen/ice over the line either Is pending before the Surface Transportation 

Board or any U. S. Distnct Court or has been decided in favor of the complainant within 

the two-year penod. 

/^^S^^c;^ 
R. A. Bartle 

Subscnbed and sworn to before me 
this jaJlHjay of MAtifly^^^J^, 2012 

Notary Public 

My commission expires: 



BEFORETHE 
SURFACE TRANSPORT A TION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X) 

THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY 
-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 34UX) 

TENNESSEE, ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT 

EXHIBIT B 

MAP 





BEFORETHE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Suh-No. .V ŜX) 

THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Suh-No. 340X) 

TENNESSEE, ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT 

EXHIBIT C 

CERTIFICATIONS OF 
SERVICE/PUBLICATION 



Certificate of Ser\'iee of Advance Notice 

49 C.F.R. S 1152.50(dl(l) - Notice 

I certify that, un January 29. 2013Jn keeping wuh 49 C.F.R § 1152.50(d)(1), I caused 

the following parties to be served with the wniien notice ofintent of'fhe Alabama Great 

Southern Railroad Compan;y^and 'fennessee, Alabama, and Georgia Railway Company to use the 

Board's notice of exemption procedures to abandon approximately 4.25 miles of rail line located 

in Etowah County, Alabama: 

Public Scr\'ice Commission 

Britt Roberts. Director 
Public Service Commission of Alabama 
'Transportation Division 
P.O. Box 304260 
Mnntgomery. AL 36130 
(334) 242-5980 

Denartnient of Defense (Militar\' Traffic Manaiscmcnt Command. 'Transportation 
Engineering Agency, Railroads for National Defen.sc Program) 

David Doifmun 
SDDC 'I'EA 
Railroads for National Defense 
709 Ward Dr.. Bldg 1990 
ScottAFB. IL 62225 
(618)220-5741 

The National Park Scr\'icc, Recreation Resources Assistance Division 

Charlie Stockmun 
National Park Service 
Rivers & 'I rails Conservation Piogram 
1201 Eye Street, N W. 9th Floor (Org. Code 2220) 
Washingion. D.C. 20005 
(202) 354-6900 



U.S. Dcnartmcnl of Agriculture, Chief of the Forest Service 

Thomas L. Tidwcll. Chief 
Forest Sen'ice 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Sidney R. Yates Federal Building 
201 14th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20024 
(202) 205-8439 
S/W Sandy Berg. Office Manager 

Febmary 13.2013 J \ . M . VwU**-<Li 
Robert A. Wimbish 
Attorney for 'fhe Alabama Great Southem 

Railroad Company, and 'fennessee, Alabama. 
and Georgia Railway Company 



Certificate of Ncwsnancr Puhlication 

49 C.F.R. S 1105.12 - Newsnancr Notice 

I certify that a ''Notice of Inteni to Abandon and to Discontinue Rail Service'' was 

published in the fnmi prescribed by lhe Board for abandonment notices of exemption (49 C F R. 

§ 1105.12). The notice was published one time on Febmary 1, 2013. in 'fhe Gadsden 'fimes. a 

newspaper of general cireulation in Etowah County. Alabama 

February 13.2013 
Robert A Wimbish 
R. t^t/T/^JjA^ 
Attorney for The Alabama Great Southern 

Railroad Company, and Tennessee. Alabama, 
and Georgia Railway Company 
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GAUSDE.N TIMES 
1001/001 

ll The Gadsden Times 
401 Locust Street, P O Box 188 Gadsden, AL 35901 

(205)549-2000 In State Watts Line. 1-800-762-2464 

NU I i l . t : UP INTENr TO ABANUUN 
• RAILSERVrCG 

STB Oocho: N n AB-29D ISub-No. 
' 335X) ana AB-290 (Sub'NO. 340X) 
, Tfio AlaMma GTBBI Soumum Raiftoad 

Company fAGS'^ ami Tanitessoe. 
Alabama and G i v g a Railway Com. 

I pony rTAO') botfi wnoRy-omioo sub-
I I sxfionos tf NDrioik Soutliern RaiKway 

^Company, givas ntxlee itut on w 
, ; about Febmary i i . 2013. Ihoy Inland 
; jomily to IIM win Ifio Surfon Trans­

ponailon Doihrd Waahlnguin. DC 
e0«23 0 noiico or oxampinn urtdar 48 
C.F.R Part 1153 Subpart P - Exampl 
Abandonmanu, pursuant to which -

.(1) AGS wm Buok lo Bbondon op-j 
prexiinaiaiy 3.10 miivs of mH i j ie (ibc 
AQ5 SegnKnt"! oxtwidnig boiwcen 

mileposi 2 40 AG fnuar Cobot Av» in 
Gaasdim) and miiapoai 5 .so AG (noai 
Iho Intorooeiion of Hivor and t o o n • 
StmatB In Gaosaan). and 0 TAG wU 
•cek 10 abandon aaproianiBtely i 15 
fflihn of mil line (mo TAG Searnoiir}: 
eiriondlng bonwaan mllapoM T4 90.30 
(localod biMweon ma north ond o l -
Brooieidc Drive snd Owls Holow 
Hood in Qodsdon) and rmlaposi Ta 
91.45 (ai the TAG Sogmcnii connoc-
non with Iho AGS Sogrnont west ol N 
Sth Siroot in (Sanaibm) Caflodlvoly. 
lhe AG3 Sugnwnl and tho TAG Sag-
mcnt, both of wtiitf) am loeotod an-
tvaiy in Gadaaan Etowah, County, 
Alabama wl'l bo releirod (o horain as 
Ida "Une." Tfia Une copsisis oi 
rmigniy 4.35 mlhis tfl rail hna. and it 
iravoiRus Unhod Siaios P M I B I Zp 
Codo lerrliones SSaoi and 35&0A. 
Tlie pncoodirna win bo doekoiod aa 
STB Dockoi N n . AB-Z90 {Sub-Na 
?35X) and AB'Soa (Sub-No 340X1. 
Tho proposed aciion ontniU lhe abon-
dDnmoni ol. and diBeontmuanco o! tdrf 
aarvica trror iha Line Tlia Boonfs 
OBics ol Enwanmontol AnoQrais 
(OCA) wnr piepara an EnvironmBntol 
Aaavssmnni (EA). which ncrnnolly will 
be nvallBbifl 2S oayii aftar l l n IRIng ol 
tho obandanmon noticii uf ewmplion. 
Commcnis on cnvirDnmarui and on* 
orgy mahen shoiW bo Illua no lOler 
man 15 doys nhoc ibo EA bocomoa 
DvaJpbio 10 t*ia publla Sucli com 

-menis will be oddrossod m a Boaid' 
doeaion inlarosiod ponsona may ob-
toln a copy 01 ihc EA or make inquirkHS 
ragofdlng onvlranmonial manors by i 
willing to OEA Si^aco Transponailon 
Board. 39S E SIraei. SW MlHungian, 

0 C 20423, or by calling ihai affne al.' 
f202] 345-0295. 
Appropnaie oHara ai imaiKUil aoals. 
lanco 10 coniinue rail aerbiBO can ba 
Red with ine Board noqunsia lor on-
vfronmeniil contfiuons, pubic uio 
conditions, or m l bankmg'irBib use 
olso can be tiled wlih tho eoant An 
anginal and 10 copies oi any olooding 
thai raises monora oihar nan onvi-
ronmamal bsuea (sued oa lra4s putaTiC 
usa. and oHora oi litiamni asrisiapco} 
musi be filed droaiy with iho Etaordl 
Socilon ol AdmmlairDikki. Oflica ol 
Procoddlnos 3SS E Sircol. S.W.. 
Vtashlngion. DC 20433 (Sao 49 C FR 
S§ 1104.1(a) orKl 1104 3(0)1. and one 
copy muEi be sonrco on the awindon-
Ing conrlers* rapieswnlDtive (Sofl 49 
cpR 8 1104.12(a)] QuosMns ragord­
ing otriss of financial oaslslanco, pub­
i c USD or n i l s uae mny bo dlrociod lo 
Iho Boanfo ORIce of Public Assia-
lanco. Govommaniai Aiiara and 
ComplUnBO ai 202-245'0230 Copioa 

01 nrw commonis or roquesls lor spe­
cific Board ocllon ahouM M oonKid on 
lhe obondoning earrlom' rapmsDniB' 
inn Hnbar; A WlmIlls^ EMKER A 
MILLER PLLC 2401 Pennsyhonlfl 
Avn.. N.W. naoo, Watfilngton DC 
20037: phano-Z02<«'>3-78Z4 faK302-
SS3.?a& 

February 1.20ia 

STATE OF ALABAMA 

ETOWAH COUNTY 

Before me. Karen McBrayer. a Notary Public, and in for said County in 
said state, personally appeared Vivian Jordan, who Is known to me. and 
who. after being by me duly sworn, deposes and says under oath as 
follows: 

That she is an employee of The Gadsden Times, a newspaper published 
in said County, in said State, and authorized under the laws of the State 
ot Alabama to carry advertising. That as such employee, she has 
knowledge of facts hereinafter stated, and that she is authorized by said 
newspaper, to make this affidavit: 

.here lere IS ^atta attached to said 

in 

lis affidavit 
appeared in 

Its 

V 

affidavit legal advertising of the 
which was pnnted in The Gadsden 

regularly circulated editions on 
.2013 and that the clipping attached to 

ro^itules an exact and true copy of said advertisement as it 
e Gadsden Times on dates shown above. 

Cost of advertising $. / ^ ^ / / 

Subscnbed and sworn to by me on this the / dav of x ^ 
20/c3. ^ - ^ ^ 

and sworn to before me on this the / ^ day of 
. 2 0 ^ . 

^^c,^ ,v^<sd 
NOTARY PUBLI 

My commission expire iresT 



Br.FOKKTIlIi: 
SUKFACli: TKANSPOK TATION »OARI) 

\VASHINGTONJ)C 

STB Docket No. AK-290 (Suh-No. 335X) 

TIIR ALABAMA GREAT SOUTIIKKN KAILKOAI) COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Suh-No. 340X) 

TENNESSEE, ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT 

CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE 
WITH ENVIRONMENTAL AND 

HISTORIC REPORT REQUIREMENTS 



Environmontal and Historic Report 
Certificate of Service 

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C F R. § 1105.7(b) and 49 C.F.R. § 1105 8(c). the undersigned 

hereby certifies that a copy of the Combined Elnvironmental and Historic Report in Docket No. AB-290 

(Sub-No. 33SX) was mailed via first class mail 

Alabama Department of Environmental 
Management 
Director's Office 
PO Box301463 
Montgomery, AL 36130-1463 

Heinz Mueller 
Regional EPA - Region 4 
Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center 
61 Forsyth Street SW 
Room 9125 
Atlanta. GA 30303 - 8960 

Philip Hinesley 
Alabama Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources 
Lands Division - Coastal Section 
31115 Five Rivers Boulevanj 
Spanish Fort, AL 36527 

Dr William Plunkett 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
USDA 
PO. Box311 
Auburn, AL 36831-0311 

Fish and Wildlife Services 
Region 4 
1208 B Mam Street 
Daphne, AL 36526-4419 

USAGE 
Brian Zettle 
Planning Division 
lOg St Joseph street 
Mobile, AL 36602 

. : : = : ^ — - ^ 
Marcellus C Kirchner 
November 6,2012 

on November 6,2012 to the following parties* 

Sherman Guyton, Mayor 
City of Gadsden 
P 0. Box 267 
Gadsden, Alabama 35902 

Patrick Simms, CEO 
Etowah County Commission 
800 Forrest Avenue 
Gadsden. AL 35901 

Alabama Highway Department 
1409 Coliseum Boulevard 
Montgomery, AL 36110 

Alabama Historical Commission 
468 South Perry Street 
Montgomery. AL 36104 

National Park Service 
Southeast Region 
100 Alabama street, SW 
Atlanta. GA 30303 

Charlie Stockman 
National Park Service 
Rivers and Trails Conservation Program 
1201 Eye street, NW 9*̂  floor 
Washington D C 20005 

National Geodetic Survey 
Geodetic Service Division 
Room 9202 NGS/12 
1315 East-West Hwy 
Sliver Spring, MD 20910-3282 

USEPA 
Ariel Rios Building 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 
Washington. D C. 20004 



ATTACHMENT I 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT 

INCLUDING SAMPLE TRANSMITTAL LETTER 



BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

STB DOCKET NO. AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X) 
THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY 

PROPOSED RAIL LINE ABANDONMENT 
BETWEEN MILEPOST 2.4 AG AND MILEPOST 5.5 AG 

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

AND 

STB DOCKET NO. AB-290 (Sub-No. 340X) 
TENNESSEE. ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY 

PROPOSED RAIL LINE ABANDONMENT 
BETWEEN MILEPOST TA 90.30 AND MILEPOST TA 91.45 

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTT, ALABAMA 

Combined Environmontal and Histonc Roport 

Novembers, 2012 



BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

STB DOCKET NO. AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X) 
THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY 

PROPOSED RAIL LINE ABANDONMENT 
BETWEEN MILEPOST 2.4 AG AND MILEPOST 5.5 AG 

IN GADSDEN. ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

AND 

STB DOCKET NO. AB-290 (Sub-No. 340X) 
TENNESSEE, ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY 

PROPOSED RAIL LINE ABANDONMENT 
BETWEEN MILEPOST TA 90.30 AND MILEPOST TA 91.45 

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

Combined Environmental and Historic Report 

The Alabama Great Southern Railroad Company (AGS) and Tennessee, 

Alabama and Georgia Railway Company (TAG), both wholly-owned subsidiaries of 

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR), submit this Combined Environmental and 

Historic Report ("EHR") pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e) and 49 C F R § 1105 8(d), 

respectively, for an exempt abandonment of 3.10 miles of AGS rail line behween 

Mileposts 2.40 AG and 5 50 AG, and 1.15 miles of TAG rail line between mileposts TA 

90 30 and TA 91.45, for a total of 4.25 miles of rail line to be abandoned. The two 

segments are contiguous and are located in the Gadsden area in Etowah County, 

Alabama. 



ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives. 

Descnbe the proposed action, including commodities transported, the planned 
disposition (if any) of any rail line and other structures that may be involved, and any 
possible changes in current operations or maintenance practices. Also describe any 
reasonable alternatives to the proposed action Include a readable, detailed map and 
drawings clearly delineating the project. 

RESPONSE: AGS proposes to abandon 3.10 miles of rail line between 

Mileposts 2.40 AG and 5.50 AG, and TAG proposes to abandon 1.15 miles of rail line 

between Mileposts TA 90.30 and TA 91.45, for a total of 4.25 miles of rail line to be 

abandoned The two segments are contiguous and are located in the Gadsden area in 

Etowah County, Alabama. The lines have been out of service for over two years 

Following abandonment, the line segments' track and track materials will be 

salvaged. Salvage operations will consist of removing the track structures from the 

existing roadbed. The contours of the existing roadbed will remain as is and existing 

drainage systems will remain intact. When the track structures are removed, the 

contractor will smooth the roadbed to a level surface No ballast will be removed, and no 

soil disturbance will occur (so no National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

permit will be required). No digging or burying of any kind will be permitted. All track 

material is removed and steel components are either reused or sold as scrap. Crossties 

may be reused in other railroad operations or disposed of in accordance with applicable 

federal and state laws and regulations. Bridges on the line segments typically will be 

removed. 

The alternative to abandonment is to not abandon the lines and retain the track in 



place. This alternative is not satisfactory The railroads would incur opportunity and 

other holding costs that would need to be covered by non-existent on-line shippers were 

this line segment to be retained 

A map delineating the lines proposed for abandonment is attached as Appendix 

A An example of NSR's letter to federal, state and local government agencies, along 

with a list ofthe consulting agencies NSR has contacted, are attached as Appendix B. 

Responses to the letter or other comments received as a result of consultations can be 

found in Appendix C. 

49 CFR 1105.7(c)(2) Transportation system. 

Descnbe the effects of tlie proposed action on regional or local transportation systems 
and patterns Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or freight) that will be diverted to 
other transportation systems or modes as a result of the proposed action. 

RESPONSE. Effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation 

systems and patterns are expected to be negligible There is no rail freight or 

passenger traffic on the line segments proposed for abandonment 

49 CFR 1105.7(c)(3) Land use. 

(i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/Or a reviev/ 
ofthe official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state whether the 
proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any 
inconsistencies. 

RESPONSE An outline of future land use plans has been requested from the 

City of Gadsden and the Etowah County Commission. These agencies were also 

asked to comment on the consistency of the proposed abandonment with existing land 

use plans. A copy of the response from the Etowah County Commission is attached as 

part of Appendix C 



(il) Based on consultation with the U.S Soil Conservation Service, state the effect of 
the proposed action on any pnme agncultural land 

RESPONSE: Consuftation was requested from The United States Department of 

Agriculture. Natural Resources Conservation Service. A copy of its response stating 

that the proposed area does not contain prime farmland is attached in Appendix C. 

(ill) If the action affects land or water uses within a designated coestal zone, include the 
coastal zone information required by Sec. 1105.9 

RESPONSE Consultation was requested from Alabama Department of 

Consen/abon and Natural Resources, Lands Division - Coastal Section. 

(iv) If the proposed action is an abandonment state whether or not the right-of-way is 
suitable tbr alternative public use under 49 U S.C. 10906 and explain why 

RESPONSE: The railroads may not have fee title to the entire right-of-way 

underlying the line segments proposed for abandonment; therefore, the railroads may 

not have a contiguous corridor available for alternative public use. NSR is not aware of 

whether there may be any state or local plans that may be facilitated by the proposed 

abandonment, and has no opinion about whether the right of way would be suitable for 

alternative public purposes 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(4) Energy. 

(i) Descnbe the effect ofthe proposed action on transportation of energy resources 

RESPONSE: Development and transportation of energy resources will not be 

affected by the abandonment. No freight or passenger traffic is moving over the lines, 

and the line did not carry any energy resources when last in operated. 

(li) Descnbe the effect ofthe proposed action on recyclable commodities. 



RESPONSE: Movement or recovery of recyclable commodities will not be 

affected by the abandonment. No freight or passenger traffic is moving over the lines. 

and the lines did not carry recyclable commodities when last in operated. 

(ill) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease in overall 
energy efficiency and explain why 

RESPONSE. The proposed action involves the abandonment and salvage of 

inactive rail line segments, and as such will not result in an increase or decrease in 

overall energy efficiency. 

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage of more than: 
(A) 1,000 rail cartoads a year, or 
(B) An average of 50 rail cartoads per mile per year for any part of the affected line, 
quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption and show the data and 
methodology used to amve at the figure given 

RESPONSE: No traffic will be so diverted. 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(5) Air. 

(i) If the proposed action will result in either. 
(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gross ton miles 
annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any segment of rail line affeicted 
by the proposal, or 
(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured by carload 
activity), or 
(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent ofthe average daily 
traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment, quantify the anticipated effect 
on air emissions. 

RESPONSE. The above thresholds will not be exceeded 

(ii) If the proposed action affects a class I or nonattainment area under the Clean Air 
Act, and will result in either 
(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in gross ton miles 
annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on any segment of rati line, 
(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent (measured by cartoad activity), 
or 
(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent ofthe average daily 



trafTic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then state whether any expected 
increased emissions are within the parameters established by the State Implementation 
Plan. 

RESPONSE: The above thresholds will not be exceeded Etowah County 

Alabama is in attainment for all National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) 

pollutants according to the U S. Environmental Protection Agency, with the exception of 

1-hr. ozone, 8-hr. ozone and particulate matter. 

(lii) If transportation of ozone depleting matenals (such as nitrogen oxide and Freon®) 
IS contemplated, identify, the materials and quantity; the frequency of service; safety 
practices (including any speed restnctions), the applicant's safety record (to the extent 
available) on derailments, accidents and spills, contingency plans to deal with 
accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of ozone depleting materials 
in the event of a collision or derailment. 

RESPONSE: Not applicable. 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(6) Noise. 

If any of the thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this section are surpassed, state 
whether the proposed action will cause. 
(i) An incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more, or 
(ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. 
If so, identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, 
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and quantify the noise 
increase for these receptors if the thresholds are surpassed. 

RESPONSE: The above thresholds will not be exceeded 

49CFR11D5.7(e)(7) Safety. 

(i) Describe any effects ofthe proposed action on public health and safety (including 
vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings). 



RESPONSE' Abandonment of the subject rail line segments will have no 

significant effect upon public health or safety 

(il) If hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify, the materials and 
quantity; the frequency of service, whether chemicals are being transported that, if 
mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds, safety practices (including any 
speed restrictions), the applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, 
accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and 
the likelihood of an accidental release of hazardous matenals. 

RESPONSE- Not applicable. 

(ill) If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites vi/here there have been 
known hazardous materials spills on the nght-of-way, identify the location of those sites 
and the types of hazardous materials involved 

RESPONSE The railroads have no knowledge of hazardous waste sites or sites 

where there have been known hazardous material spills on or adjacent to the subject 

rightyof -way. 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(8) Biological Resources. 

(i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state whether the 
proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas 
designated as a cntical habitat, and if so. descnbe the effects. 

RESPONSE The railroads do not believe that any federally listed endangered 

species or their habitats will be adversely affected. A consultation was requested from 

the U S Fish and Wildlife Sen/ice (USFWS) to ascertain any impacts to surrounding 

habitats and species. USFWS has advised that would be no significant impact on fish 

and wildlife resources The response is attached in Appendix C. 

(li) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State part<s or forests will 
be affected, and describe any effects 



RESPONSE The line segments proposed for abandonment do not appear to 

pass through state parks or forests, national parks or forests, or wildlife sanctuanes No 

adverse effects on wildlife sanctuaries, national parks or forests, or state parks or 

forests are anticipated. 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(9) Water. 

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether the proposed 
action IS consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards 
Descnbe any inconsistencies. 

RESPONSE: The railroads do not intend to or alter the contour of the roadbed 

underlying the rail lines to be abandoned by way of the excavation or other ground-

disturbance activity Accordingly, no soils will be disturbed, and no storm water mitigatbn or 

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permits will be required There are no plans 

to undertake in-stream work, or dredge and/or use any fill materials in connection with the 

proposed abandonment, so, for this reason also the proposed abandonment will not result in 

water quality impacts. Consultation has been requested from the Alabama Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources and from the Alabama Department of Environmental 

Management (ADEM). ADEM had referred the matter to its Water Division, which has 

supplied the railroads with the Division's proposed project/activity review information See 

Appendix C. 

(il) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, state whether 
permits under section 404 ofthe Clean Water Act (33 U.S C. 1344) are required for the 
proposed action and whether eny designated wetlands or 100-year ftood plains will be 
affected. Descnbe the effects. 

RESPONSE' The geometry of the roadbeds will not be altered and no in-stream 

work is contemplated. No discernible effects on either 100-year flood plains or adjacent 



wetlands are expected in connection with the proposed abandonment Consequently, 

the railroads do not believe a Section 404 pemiit will be required in connection with the 

proposed abandonment Consultation was requested form the US Army Corps of 

Engineers, which confirmed that no permit will be required for the project. The response 

IS attached in Appendix C 

(//•/;; State whether permits under section 402 ofthe Clean Water Act (33 U.S C 1342) 
are required for the proposed action. 

RESPONSE' The railroads do not plan to remove or alter the roadbed underlying the 

line to be abandoned, to undertake in-stream work or to dredge or use any fill materials. 

There will be no excavation or other ground-disturbance activity, and, because no soils will 

be disturbed, no stomn water mitigatbn or National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

pemiit will be required The railroads anticipate that the abandonment will not affect water 

quality or require the issuance of a Section 402 pemrnt under the Federal Water Pollution 

Control Act. Nevertheless, NSR has requested input from the Environmental Protection 

Agency and the Alabama-Department of Consen/ation and Natural Resources 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(10) Proposed Mitigation. 

Descnbe any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse environmental impacts, 
indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropnata. 

RESPONSE: Abandonment of the involved rail lines is not expected to produce 

adverse environmental impacts. Only minimal physical activity may occur, such as 

removal of rail, ties, and other railroad appurtenances The railroads will undertake alt 

reasonable mitigation associated with these activities to assure the abandonment does 

not produce adverse environmental impacts 



HISTORIC REPORT 

49CFR1105.8fdl 

PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES 

AGS proposes to abandon 3.10 miles of rail line between Mileposts 2 40 AG and 

5 50 AG, and TAG proposes to abandon 1.15 miles of rail line between Mileposts TA 

90.30 and TA 91 45, for a total of 4.25 miles of rail line to be abandoned. The two 

segments are contiguous and are located in the Gadsden area in Etowah County, 

Alabama. 

Following abandonment the line's track and track materials will be salvaged 

Salvage operations will consist of removing the track structure from the existing 

roadbed. The contours ofthe existing roadbed will remain as is and existing drainage 

system will remain intact. When the track structure is removed, the contractor will 

smooth the roadbed to a level surface No ballast or soil will be removed. No digging or 

burying of any kind will be permitted. All track material is removed and steel 

components are either reused or sold as scrap Crossties may be reused in other 

railroad operations or disposed of in accordance with applicable federal and state laws 

and regulations Bridges on the line segment typically will be removed 

The alternative to abandonment is to forego abandonment, and retain the track 

in place. This alternative is not satisfactory. The railroads would incur opportunity and 

other holding costs that would need to be covered by non-existent on-line shippers were 

these line segments to be retained. 

A map delineating the lines proposed for abandonment is attached in Appendix 



A. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

(1) U.S.G.S. Topographic Map - Maps were furnished to Alabama Histoncal 

Commission 

(2) Written Description off Right of Way - The right-of-way width ranges from 25 

feet to 100 feet along the mam track centerline of the TAG line and 50 feet along the 

mam track centerline of the AG line The lines pass through suburban residential areas. 

Pursuant to Surface Transportation Board (STB) policy, the railroads' right-of-way will 

constitute the Area of Potential Effect (APE) for this undertaking 

(3) Photographs - Photographs are attached of the four bridge structures 

(4) Date of Construction of Structures ~ The construction dates for the bridges on 

the AG line segment are as tollows. the bridge at Milepost 2.9 AG was built in 1950, the 

bridge at Milepost 3 2 AG was built in 1991. the bridge at Milepost 3.9 AG was built in 

1991, and the bndge at Milepost 4.6 AG was built in 1949. No changes have been 

made to the bridges other than periodic normal maintenance to replace worn 

components There are no bridges or other structures on the TA line segment. 

(5) History of Operations and Changes Contemplated - The lines that are the 

subject of the related notice to the STB are 3.10 miles of rail line between 2.40 AG and 

5 50 AG (the "AG Segment"), and 1 15 miles of rail line between TA 90.30 and TA 

91.45(the "TA Segment"), for a total of 4.25 miles. The two segments are contiguous 

and are located m the Gadsden area in Etowah County, Alabama 

Each of the two rail line segments to be abandoned belongs to a separate, but 



related, railroad company. The AG Segment traces its history back to roughly 1877, and 

the original Alabama Great Southem Railroad Company (O-AGS). O-AGS was 

composed of smaller railroads' The Wills Valley Railroad Company, the North-East & 

South-West Alabama Railroad Company, the Alabama & Chattanooga Railroad 

Company, the Alabama Great Southern Railroad Company, and the Alabama Great 

Southern Railroad Company Limited. The O-AGS system extended from Chattanooga, 

TN to Meridian, MS. 

The O-AGS was reorganized by Emile Erianger and Company and became, 

known as the Alabama Great Southern Railway Company. Limited 

Southern Railway Company (SR) obtained control of the Alabama Great 

Southern Railway Limited in 1895. As of that year, Alabama Great Southern Railway, 

Limited became known as the Alabama Great Southern Railroad Company ("AGS") and 

it has since remained a subsidiary of SR and its successors In December 1990, SR 

changed its name to Norfolk Southern Railway Company 

The TA Segment traces its history back to 1892, when it was constructed by the 

Chattanooga Southern Railway (CSRY). The rails extended from Chattanooga, TN to 

Gadsden. AL. 

In 1896, entered receivership, and was reorganized as the Chattanooga 

Southern Railroad (CSRR) In 1911. CSRR becomes the Tennessee. Alabama, and 

Georgia Railway, which, following yet another reorganization eleven years later became 

Tennessee, Alabama, and Georgia Railroad (TAG) The TAG was built to haul coal, iron, 

and timber. Southern Railway Company (SR) purchased the TAG and merged it into the 



SR system in 1971. SR changed its name to Norfolk Southern Railway Company in 

1982 

(6) Summary of Documents In Carrier's Possession That Might Be Useful for 

Documenting a Structure That Is Found To Be Historic - NSR may have 

engineenng plans for the structures on the AG line, NSR anticipates that these plans 

will be standard (non-structure specific) plans, and thus would have been used in 

connection with the construction of similar, contemporary structures on the dates of 

construction. There are no structures on the TA line. 

(7) Opinion Regarding Criteria For Listing In The National Register Of Historic 

Places - There are four structures within the APE for this project There are no 

structures on the TA Segment. 

AGS believes that neither the structures on the line nor the line itself meet the 

critena for listing m the National Register of Histonc Places. The four structures along 

the AG Line that are 50 years old or older are bridges that are short in length and of 

ordinary design and construction AGS believes that there is nothing distinguishing 

these bridges from other in the region or on the NSR system generally In addition, the 

railroads have no reason to believe that there are archaeological resources or historic 

properties on or immediately adjacent to the lines 

(8) Subsurface Ground Conditions That Might Affect Archaeological 

Recovery - The railroads are not aware of any prior subsurface ground disturbances or 

environmental conditions that would affect archaeological recovery. Moreover, 

abandonment of the lines and salvage of material from its surface will not affect any 



potential archaeological resources The subsurface of the right-of-way was initially 

disturbed in the construction of the railroad lines by grading and filling. Abandonment 

and salvage of the lines will not result in activities below the surface, or below the level 

of initial disturisance. 

(9) FOIIOW-UP Information - Additional information will be provided as appropnata. 
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Agency Letters 



RECIPIENT LIST 

Proposed Rail Line Abandonment of 3.10 miles of rail line between Mileposts 2.40 AG and 5.50 
AG, and 1.15 miles of rail lino between Mileposts TA 90.30 and TA 91.45. for a total of 4 25 miles off 
rail line to be abandoned. Both segments are locatod in the Gadsden area in Etowah County, 
Alabama. 

Alat)ama Department of Environmental 
Management 
Diiector's Office 
P 0 Box 301463 
Montgomery, AL 36130-1463 

Heinz Mueller 
Regional EPA - Region 4 
Sam Nunn AUanta Federal Center 
61 Forsyth Street SW 
Room 9125 
Atlanta, GA 30303-8960 

Philip Hinesley 
Alabama Department of Consen/ation and 
Natural Resources 
Lands Division - Coastal Section 
31115 Five Rivers Boulevard 
Spanish Fort, AL 36527 

Dr William Plunkett 
Natural Resources Consen/ation Service 
USDA 
PO. Box311 
Auburn. AL 36831-0311 

Fish and Wildlife Services 
Region 4 
1206 B Main Street 
Daphne, AL 36526-4419 

USACE 
Bnan Zettle 
Planning Division 
109 St Joseph Street 
Mobilo, AL 36602 

Sherman Guyton, Mayor 
City of Gadsden 
P 0 . Box 267 
Gadsden, Alabama 35902 

Patnck Simms, CEO 
Etowah County Commission 
800 Forrest Avenue 
Gadsden, AL 35901 

Alabama Highway Department 
1409 Coliseum Boulevard 
Montgomery, AL 36110 

Alabama Historical Commission 
468 South Porry Street 
Montgomery, AL 36104 

National Park Service 
Southeast Region 
100 Alabama Street, SW 
AUanta. GA 30303 

Charlio Stockman 
National Park Service 
Rivers and Trails Consen/ation Program 
1201 Eye Sirect, NW 9*̂  itoov 
Washington D C 20005 

National Geodetic Survey 
Geodetic Service Division 
Room 9202 NGS/12 
1315 East-West Hwy 
Silver Spring. MD 20910-3282 

USEPA 
Ariel Rios Building 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 
WashingLon, D C. 20004 



Strategic Planning Department 
Norfolk Southern Corporation "̂ ^̂ êe Commercial Place 
3 Commeraal Place Norfolk, VA 23510-9207 
Norfolk, VA 23510-9207 (757) 629-2679 

Novembers, 2012 

RE: STB Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X), The Alabama Great Southem Railroad 
Company - Abandonment - in Gadsden. Etowah County, Alabama. 

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No 340X). Tennessee, Alabama and Georgia Railway 
Company - Abandonment ~ In Gadsden, Etowah County, Alabama. 

Dear Sir/Madam. 

The Alabama Great Southern Railroad (AGS) plans to request authority from the Surface 
Transportation Board (STB) to abandon a segment of rail line between Mileposts 2.40 AG and 
5.50 AG, and Tennessee, Alabama and Georgia Railway Company (TAG), plans to request 
authonty from the STB to abandon a segment of rail line between 1.15 miles of rail line between 
Mileposts TA 90.30 and TA 91.45, for a totel of 4.25 miles of rail line to be abandoned. Both 
segments are located In the Gadsden area in Etowah County. Alabama. AGS and TAG are both 
wholly-owned subsidiaries of NSR. 

Enclosed Is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which describes the 
proposed abandonment and other pertinent information. A map of the proposed track 
abandonment can be found in Appendix A of this report. Appendix B of this report lists the 
various agencies receiving it. 

The railroads do not anticipate adverse environmental impacts: however, if you identify any 
adverse environmentel effects please descnbe the actions that would assist in alleviating them 
Please provide us with a written response indicating any concerns or lack thereof, which will be 
included in the Report and sent to the Surface Transportation Board (STB). 

This Report Is being provided so that you may submit information that will fornn the basis for the 
STB's independent environmental analysis of the proceeding. If you believe any of the 
information is incorrect, if you think pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions 
about the Board's Environmental Review process, please contact the Section of Environmental 
Analysis (SEA) by telephone at (202) 245-0295 or by mail to: 

Surface Transportetion Board, 
395 E Street, S.W., Room 1106 
Washington DC 20423-0001 

Please refer to the above Docket when contacting the STB. Applicable stetutes and regulations 
impose stringent deadlines for processing this action. For this reason your written comments 
(with a copy to us) would be appreciated within three weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmentel impacts of the 
contemplated action. In order for us to consider your input prior to filing with the STB, we must 

Operating Subsidiary Norfolk Southem Railway Company 



receive your comments within three weeks. Please provide information to Kearston St. Dennis 
by email at Kearston.StDennis@nscorD.com. or by mail to* 

Kearston St. Dennis 
Coordinator-Abandonments 
Norfolk Southern Corporation 
Strategic Planning Department 
Three Commercial Place 
Norfolk. VA 23510 

Sincerely, 

Marcellus C Kirchner 
Director Strategic Planning 
The Alabama Great Southern Railroad Company 
Tennessee, Alabama and Georgia Railway Company 

mailto:Kearston.StDennis@nscorD.com
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Marcellus C. Kirchne^4L^^ 
Director Strategic Planning' 

Norfolk Southem Corporation r7R7\ ROQ oarro 
Three Commercial Place v ^ H O^W-^O'» 
Norfolk. Virginia 23510-9202 (757) 823-5807 F A X 

May 17,2012 

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Sen/ice - Region 4 
Century Center 
1875 Century Boulevard O * ^ / •^ A 
Atlanta, GA 30345 {:P̂  ^ \ ^ -"T'A -0^(^<. 

RE: Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company -
Abandonment - in Etowah County. Alabama 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Norfolk Southem Railway Company is considenng the abandonment of 3.10 miles of rail line 
between Mileposts 2.40 AG and 5.50 AG, and 1 15 miles of rail line between TA 90.30 to TA 
91.45, for a total of 4.25 miles of rail line to be abandoned. Both segmente are located in the 
Gadsden area in Etowah County, Alabama. A map is included delineating the area under 
consideration. 

During the removal of track and materials, if any. Norfolk Southem does not anticipate the 
use of any new access roads, the need to conduct dredging, or the use of fill. Only existing 
public and private access roads and the Norfolk Southern right of way shoukJ be needed to 
facilitate operations. In addition, the underiying roadbed will not be disturised. There are 
tour bridges crossing watenvays on the line. During the removal of track and materials the 
bridges may be removed; however, any debris or other material will be removed from the 
area, preventing any ofthe matenal from entering watenvays. Norfolk Southern will also 
teke all measures to prevent and/or control the occurrence of spills or of any pollutents from 
entering surrounding waten/vays. 

Should Norfolk Southem abandon the rail segment, the approval of the Surface 
Transportetion Board is required. In addition, Federal Regulations 49 C F.R. 1105.7 (81) and 
(8ii) require Norfolk Southern to address the following statemente: 

(i) "Based on consultetion with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Sen/ice stete whether 
the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened 
species or areas designated as a critical habitet, and if so, describe the 
effiects." 

(ii) "Stete whether wildlife sanctuaries of refuges. National or Stete paries or 
forests will be affected, and describe any effects." 

Oporatlng Subsidiary: Norfolk Southom Railway Company 



^ 

Norfolk Southem believes that our actions will not adversely impact any endangered or 
threatened species and their habitats or wildlife sanctuanes and parks; however we would 
appreciate your review and input Please direct your responses and questions to Kearston 
Comegys at Kearston.ComeQvs@nscon3.com or mail to: 

Kearston Comegys, Coordinator Abandonments 
Strategic Planning -12'*' Floor 
Norfolk Southem Corporation 
3 Commercial Place 

' Norfolk, VA 23510 

Very truly yours, 

Marcellus C. Kirchner 

Attechment 

U.S I HhiinilWilJlircService 
12118-11 Miiin Sinxi - Oupliiic. Alukinu .16526 

IIHIIH: 2.S1-I<1|-5I81 liix*2SI-44l-(i222 

No federally li«;icd spccics/criiicil habitui are known lo occiir in ihe 
projeci :ia*u As desciilKd. the project will have no signinciim impact on 
fish and wildlirc resources IF l>K0JliCT OliSIGN Cl lANGI^S ARE 
MADIi . IMJZASE SUIIMIT NliW l>LANS TOR RISVIBW Wc 
recoiiinicnd use of best mnnagcineni pmciices spcciflc lo your projcci 

I (Sec htm 7/www. fw<1^nv/dnnhne/gec»oa7/bmp.hinil) 

mailto:Kearston.ComeQvs@nscon3.com


PEIONH (256) 549-5300 
TOLL FREE 1-866-314-7660 

JOBE -JOEY- N STATUM. IV, DiSlricl 1 

PERRY W GWIN. Olslrict 2 

LARRY V. PAYNE. Obtrlct 3 

JEFF OVERSTREET, District 4 

ETOWAH COUNTY COMMISSION FAX (256) 549-5400 

CAROLYN H PARKER. District 5 

TIM N CHOATE, Oislfici B 

mTRICK SIMMS. Chief Executive Ofilcor 

JAMES E. TURNBACH. County Attomoy 

Marcellus C. Kirchner 
Norfolk Southerrt Corporation 
Three Commercial Place 
Norfolk, Virginia 23510-9202 

May 21,2012 

Dear Mr. Kirchner, 

Etowah County does not have any planning jurisdiction inside the city limits 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Patrick Simms, CEO 
Etowah County Commission 

800 FORREST AVENUE • GADSDEN, ALABAMA 35901 • www ctowahcounly org 



REPLY 10 
AnENTlONOr 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
u s . ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, MOBILE 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
BIRMINGHAM FIELD OFFKE 

218 SUMMR" PARKWAY, SUITE 222 
HOMEWOOD. ALABAMA 35209 

Date. ^^yVcJ-

Dear Applicant' 

We arc in rcccipi of your requcst/applicaiion to fl/t^^AfiP. 

Your request/application has hccn assigned project file number 

SAM-20/d^ - ^ ^ ^ 4 g ? - 7 ^ / f and is also identified as /{/igltl'^//C ( h t ^ M e ^ ^ 

/ :^ /&OAu ^ ^ f ^ r y d o / i / h f T ^ T • 

YOUI projcdt has been assigned to Projcci Manaacr ^ ^ f ^ ^ / h ^ J & Z f 

You may coniaci liini/hcr either by telephone at (205) 290-9096. by email at 

/̂t *• //f ' /D^ / ( fStusaccannv.mil oi by mail at 

218 Summit Parkway Suite222, llomcwood, Alabama 35209. 

Please help us help you, and take a moment lo visit out website at 

hhinV/www.sam usaeeamw mil/RD/rei!/ and complete our customer satisfaction Survey. 

Sincerely, 

muM-M^ ' d4 .<2^n 'X^ 

Cindy J. I lousc-Pcarson 
Field Office Manager 
Regulatory Division 

http://fStusaccannv.mil
http://www.sam


Comegys, Kearston 

From: Beth Walls [Walls Beth@epamail.epa.gov] 
Sent: Friday. May 25, 2012 8 AA AM 
To: Comegys, Kearston 
Cc: walls.beth@epa gov. Heinz Mueller 
Subject: Docket No AB-290 (Sub No 335X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company - Abandonment -In 

Etowah County, AL 

Dear Mr. Comegys 

I am responding on bchalfofHein:^ Mueller (addressee) regarding Mr. Marcellus Kirchner's May 17,2012, 
letter to US. EPA, Region 4, requesting EPA*s review ofthe proposed 4.25 mile rail line abandonment project 
in Gadsden City, l^towah County, Alabama. Mr Kirchner icquestcd EPA direct our response to you. 

According to the above rclbrcnced letter, NS is proposing to abandon 3.10 miles of rail line between railway 
Mileposts (MP) 2 40 AG and 5 50 AG and 1.5 miles of rail line between MP TA 90.30 to TA 91.45. The letter 
indicates the proposed action will not involve new road construction, dredging, nor fill deposition, and the 
underlying road bed will not be disturbed. The letter indicates four existing bridges crossing waterways may be 
removed as part of this action. This letter requested EPA's advice as lo whether a Clean Water Action (CWA) 
Section 402 pemiit would be needed. 

The requirement for a CWA pennit is triggered by the presence of CWA-defined waters While the enclosed 
DeLorme Slicet Atlas map docs not depict the presence ofthe four above referenced bridges and wateru'ays. it 
docs depict the presence of a larger unnamed surface water body This unnamed surface water body potentially 
could be the receiving stream for the waterways referenced above. Thus, there is a potential for CWA-defined 
waters to be impacted The letter indicates no direct discharges into CWA-defined waters is anticipated to be 
associated with the proposed action. For e.\amplc, the letter indicates any debris or otiicr material associated 
with llie bridge deconstructions will be collected and removed. But, there may be the potential for stomi-water 
related runoff associated with the proposed action to impact CWA-defined waters. 

Because EPA has delegated its CWA program implementation to lhe State of Alabama (Alabama Department 
of Environmental Management (ADEM)), compliance with ADEM's CWA delegated program is sufficient to 
meet federal requirements. I recommend contacting ADEM's permitting unit staff, contact information is 
available at httD://adcm.alabama.gov/nrotirams/water/dcfault.cni. 

Additionally, I would recommend NS also contact the appropriate City of Gadsden department responsible for 
implementing the Municipal Separate Stoim Sewer Systems (MS4) program. The City is required to oblain a 
MS4 permit from the State. EPA anticipates NS, as a eor]3orate citizen, would be reluctant for any of its 
activities to possibly cause the City to be unable to comply with its MS4 permit requirements, 'fo obtain a City 
contact, tlie ADEM peniiitting unit staff should be able to guide you as to whether this latter recommendation is 
neccssar)'. 

Sincerely, 

Beth Walls 
Environmcnial Sciciiilsi, 
404-562-8309 & walls bcihffflcpa pov 

mailto:Beth@epamail.epa.gov


Region 4, NF.I'A Program Ofnce 
Sam Nunn AFC, 61 Forsyth S i , 
Atlanta, Ga 30303-8960 



Marcellus C. Kirchner 
Director Strategic Planning 

Norfolk Southem Corporation f757^ 629-2679 
Three Commsrcial Place /-rc-yv OOQ con-? CAV 
Norfolk. Virginia 23510-9202 v 57) 823-0807 FAX 

May 17. 2012 ""^ Army Corps of Engineers 

Dnan 7«Hia<, ^ Department of the Army permit will not be 
bnan^ett ies remjired lor your project as proposed. 
United Slates Army Corps of Engineers . C7 - ^ ^ ^ / ^ 
Mobile Distnct, Planning Division y^^^ '^ ' ^^^m^ ^ , / ^ m t ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ t f ^ ^ ^ - A s / ' j / ^ 
109 S t Joseph Street PROJEQ l̂ NiflTGER ^ ^ ^ A F T ^ • ^ - ^ - -
Mobile. AL 36602 REGULATORY DIVISION ' 

RE Dockei No AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X). Norfoll^ Southem Railway Company -
Abandonment - in Etowah County. Alabama 

Dear Mr. Zettles: 

Norfolk Southern Railway Company is considenng the abandonment of 310 miles of rail line 
between Mileposts 2.40 AG and 5 50 AG. and 115 miles of rail line between TA 90.30 to TA 
91.45, for a total of 4.25 miles of rail line to be abandoned Both segments are located in the 
Gadsden area in Etowah County, Alabama A map is included delineating the area under 
consideration. 

During the removal of track and materials, if any, Norfolk Southern does not anticipate the 
use of any new access roads, the need to conduct dredging, or the use of fill. Only existing 
public and private access roads and the Norfolk Southern right of way should be needed to 
facilitate operations In addition, the underlying roadbed will not be disturbed. There are 
four bridges crossing watenA^ays on the line. Dunng the removal of track and materials the 
bridges may be removed; however, any debris or.other material will be removed from the 
area, preventing any of the matenal from entering waten/vays. Norfolk Southern will also 
take all measures to prevent and/or control the occurrence of spills or of any pollutants from 
entering surrounding waterways 

Should Norfolk Southem abandon the rail segment, the approval of the Surface 
Transportation Board is required. In addition. Federal Regulation 49 CF.R 1105 7 (9ii) 
requires Norfolk Southern to address the following statement: 

(ii) "Based on consultation with the U S Army Corps of Engineers, state whether 
pemiits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 US.C 1344) are 
required for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100 
year flood plans will be affected Describe any effects." 

Norfolk Southem believes that our actions will have no impact to designated wetlands or 100 
year flood plains, however, we would appreciate your review and input. In addition, please 
advise based on the above information if a permit under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 

n.^nrai,nn QiihQirfLirv Nnrfolk Soulhtvn Railway Company 



LANCE R . LEFLEUR 

DIRECTOR ADEM 
Alabama Department of Environmental Management 

adem.alabama.gov 
1400 Coliseum Blvd 36110-2400 • Post Of nee Box 301463 

Montgomery, Alatraina 36130-1463 
(334)271-7700 • FAX (33d) 271-7950 

June 26,2012 

KEARSTON COMEGYS. COORDINATOR ABANDONMl-NTS 
NORFOLK SOUTHERN CORPORATION 
STRATEGIC PLANNING - 12""' FLOOR 
3 COMMERCIAL PI-ACE 
NORFOLK, V A 23510 

ROBERT J. BENTLEY 

GOVERNOR 

RE: Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company 
Abandoiimciil - in Etowah, Alabama 
Etowah Couniy (055) 

Dear Ms. Comegys' 

The Depamneiu's Water Division (WD) has reviewed the inPonnalion you sent us regarding the abovc-
rcrercnccd project. You had requested that we review this inronnation and provide comments 

Attached, please find a copy of WD*s proposed project/activity review infonnatioii. 

I hope this inrormntion is uscrul I f you have any questions or need additional inrorniaiion. please contact 
me by email at gfni@adcm^sj;il^ul.us u r by pliune u l (334) 394-4317. 

Sincerely, 

fra Id Martin 
Technical Staff 
Consiruclion Pcnniis Sectiui 
Stomiwaicr Management Branch 
Water Division 

GFM File PREV 

Enclosure: Proposed Projcci/Activiiy Review Information 
Copy o f Review Request Letter 
Construction Stormwater NOI 

: - - i - J 

Blmilngliim Branch 
110 Vlilcnn Road 
Blrmlnghoni, AL 35209-4702 
(205ig42-6168 
(205) 941-1603 (fHX) 

DNOtw Branch 
2715 Sandlin Rood, S W 
Docuur, AL 35603-1333 
(256)353-1713 
(256)»!&9359(FAX) 

Mablla Branch 
2204 r^rimmar Road 
Mobile. AL 36615-1131 
(251)4503400 
(251) 470-2593 (fAX) 

MoUtoGoiiital 
4171 ComiTNindan Drive 
Mobllo.AL 36615-1421 
(251)432-6533 
(251) 432-6598 (FW() 

http://adem.alabama.gov


ADEM CONSTRUCTION STORMWATER 

PROPOSED PROJECT/ACTIVITY REVIEW INFORMATION 

The Department has received and evnlunied the information you sent us regarding the above-referenced project. You had 
requested thai wc review ihis infonnation and provide comments 

Please note that State Inw and ADEM regulations require that appropriate: effective Best Management I'raciices (BMPs) 
for the control of pollutants in stoimwaier run-oH'bc fully implemented and mainiained us needed for all cunslruclioii and 
land disturbance activities regardless of permit status or size of the disturbance to provent/niinimizc discharges of 
sedinicut and other pollutants lo waters ofthe Slate of Alabama 

A "water of lhe state" is broadly defined as 1§ 22-22-1(b)(2), Code fif Alabamn 1975. as amendcdl "All waters of any 
nver, stream, watercourse, pond, lake, coastal, ground, or surface water, wholly or partially within the state, natural or 
artificial This does not include waters which are entirely confined nnd retained completely upon the property of a single 
individual, partnership, or corporation unless such walei-s arc used in interstate commerce." Discharges of pollutants 
resulting from failure lo iinpleinent nnd maintain effective BMPs are considered uni)cniiitted discharges to state waters 

Please be advi.sed that pursuant to hPA rules and ADEM Con.struciion General Peimit (CGP) ALRIOOOOO, lhe operator 
or owner is leqiiired to apply for and maintain valid National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) coverage 
for stormwater discharges prior to beginning construction or regulated land dislurbaiicc that will equal or exceed one (I ) 
acre in size. The regulations also require NPDES legistraiion for disturbance activities less than one (I) acre that are pan 
of, adjacent to, or associated with a larger common plan of development or sale, that may eventually equal or exceed one 
(I) acre, or if less than one (1) acre in si/c if sionnwater discharges have reasonable potential to be a significant 
contributor of pollutants to a water of Ihe State or have reasonable potential to cause or contribute lo a violation of 
applicable Alabama water quality standards as determined by the Department. In addition, a Construction Best 
MaiKigeineni Practices Plan (CBMPP) is required lo be submitted for priority construction siies as defined in the CGP. 
The regulated consiruclion disturbance also includes, but is not limited to, associated areas utilized for suppon activities 
such as vehicle parking, equipment or supply storage areas, material stockpiles, temporary office areas, and access roads, 
and pre-coii struct ion activities performed in advance or in support of eonsimciion such as logging, clearing, and 
dewatcring. Please \K advised Ihni an operator or owner musl reiain NPDES permit coverage until all disturbance 
activity, including phased construction, Is complete 

Additional ADEM nir, land, and/or waler |)eniiils for discharges and regulated impacts resulting from the operation ofthe 
completed facility may be required. 

EfTectivc Best Mnnagemeni Pmctices (BMPs), as provided in the Alabama Handbook For Erasion Control. Sediment 
Control. And Stonnwaier Management On Con.\tructions Sites And Urban Areas, as amended, Alabama Soil and Water 
Conservation Cominittee (ASWCC), for prevention and control of nonpoint sources of pollutants must be implemcmed 
prior 10, during, and after projecl impleinenialion Immediately after complelion of the project, effective measures lo 
ensure pennanent revegctation, cover, and/or effective stormwatei quality remediation must Iw implemcmed and 
maintained The CGP rcquiies that a CBMPP to reduce pollutani discharges to ihc maximum extent practicable be 
prcpared by a qualified credentialed professional (QCP) as defined in the CGP, and reiained onsiie Infonnation 
reg!irding eoii.struction activities forms, nnd other helpful information is available on the ADEM WebPage at 
htip/Avww.adcmstaie.al.us/programs/waier/constructionstonnwaicr.cnt 

Tennessee River Watershed - In order to deieiniine whether this project should be covered under an existing CWA 
Section 404, Nationwide, or Gcneial Permit, or letter of Permission, you should contact the U S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Nashville Disinci by mail at PO Box 1070, Nashville, TN 37202-1070 or by phone at (615) 736-5181. 
Facilities covered under a U.S. Army Corps of Engincer.s Individual 404 Perniil, Nationwide or Geneial Permit, or Letter 
of Pcnnission must apply for NPDES stormwater coverage from ADEM, if con.struciion or land disturbance above the 
Oidinary High Waler Mark, or any noii-drcdge/fill operations below the Oidinary lligli Waicr Mark and n.ssociaicd 
upland dredge disposal sites that will equal or exceed one (1) acre or that arc part of a larger conunon plan of 
development or snic in which dislurlwd acreage will eventually equal or exceed (I) acre. 

Rev3/1/05 Page lof2 



All Other Alnbnmn Watersheds - In order to dcicnnine whether this projcci should be covered under an existing CWA 
Section 404, Nationwide, or General Permit, or Letter of Pennission, you should contact the U S Army Corps of 
Engineers, Mobile District by mail at PO Box 2288, Mobile, AL 36628-0001 or by phone at (251) 690-2658. Facilities 
covered under a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Individual 404 Permit, Nationwide or General Pennit, or Letter of 
Pennission must apply foi NPDES sionnwater coverage from ADEM, if construction or land disturbance above ihe 
Ordinar>' High Water Mark, or any non-dredge/nil openitions below the Ordinary lligli Wuier Mark and associated 
upland di-edge disposal sites thai will equal or exceed one (1) acre or that arc pan of a larger common plan of 
development or sale in which disturbed acreage will evuiiiually equal oi exceed (I) acre. 

ADEM's Coasial Program manages uses and activities having the poienlial to significantly impact the coastal portions of 
Alabama and/or us resources. The Coa.stal Area is comprised of only a portion of Mobile and Baldwin counties and is 
defined as the lands and waters seaward of the coniiiiuous ten-foot contoui ADEM issues Coastal Programs Non-
Regulated Use Permits for commercial and rcsideniial developincuts greater than 5 acrcs in size, construction on Gulf-
fronling properties intersected by the Construction Control Line, and groundwater wells that exceed 50 gallons per 
minuie of water wiihdrawnl. ADEM also musl certify that permits issued by federal and state agencies, and projects 
conducted by those agencies, arc consistent with the Coasial Prognun. ADEM accomplishes this by reviewing 
applications for periniis submitted to other agencies. Therefore, it is rccomniended that applicants having development 
plans, or even considering development in the Coastal Area, consult with ADEM Coastal Progmm staff as soon as 
possible in the project development stage so thai the applicant can learn of applicable requirements. Questions involving 
projects in the coastal area should be dirccted to the ADEM Coastal Office in Mobile. 

You may also wish to contaci (I) the U S. Fish A. Wildlife Ser\'ice and the Alabama Department of Conservation & 
Natural Resources. These are the Federal and Stale agencies, rcspcctively, that have primacy and statutory authority to 
address potential unpads to endangered or ihrcatened species, (2) Uie Office Of Water Resources, Alabama Department 
of Economic and Coinmuniiy AlTairs, which is the State agency with primacy and statutory authority to addrcss potential 
water quantity concerns or issues, (3) the State Fire Marshall and the Alabama Department of Industrial Relations which 
are the Slate agencies with primacy and statutory authority to address potential safciy considerations regarding blasting, 
(4) the Alabama Deparimcni of Industrial Relations which requires permit coverage and rcclamaiion bonding for most 
non-coal mining sites, (5) Ihe Alabama Historical Commission which is the Slate agency with primacy and statutory 
aulhuriiy to addrcss prcser\'ation or potential impacts to surrounding or onsitc historical or archaeological sites, (6) your 
local county health department for issues related to onsite .sewage management, and (7) your local municipal or county 
government, or local zoning and planning agency, if applicable, for additional approvals that may apply to your project 

In rccognition that projects are site specific in nature and conditions can change during project implementation, the 
Depnrlincnt reser\'es llie righl to rcquirc the submission of additional infonnation or rcquire additional management 
measures to be implemented, as necessary on a ease-by-case basis, in order to ensure the protection of water quality. 
Responsibility for compliance with ADEM rules and pei mil requirements are not delegable by contract or otherwise. The 
operator or owner musi ensure compliance. Any violations resulling from the actions of such person may subject the 
operator/owner to enforcement action 

ADEM permitting decisions arc predicated on current regulatory rcquircmenis, established engmeenng standards and 
technical considerations, best management practices information, and formal adinmisirative procedures in confonnance 
with Departmenlal rcgulalions and applicable Alabama law. Issuance of permit coverage by ADEM neither precludes 
nor negates an operator/owner's responsibility or liability lo apply for, oblain, or comply with other ADEM, federal, 
state, or local govcnuncnl |>cnniis, ccrtincations, licenses, or other approvals. ADEM pennit coverage does noi convey 
any propeny righis in either real or personal propeny, or any exclusive privileges, nor does it authorize any mjury to 
persons or propeny or invasion of other private ngliis, iruspa.ss, or any mfrmgemcnt of Federal, Stale, or local laws ur 
rcgulalions. 

Ifyou have nny questions or need additional information rcgarding consiniciion stormwater permitting, please conlaci lhe 
Water Division in Montgoiner>'al (334) 271-7700 or eswmaiH^ndcm slate al us 

Pugc 2 of2 



Marcellus C. Kirchner 
Director Strategic Planning 
(757) 629-2679 
(757) 823-5807 FAX 

May 17, 2012 

State EPA 
Directors Offlce 
P.O. Box 301463 
Montgomery,.AL 36130 

RE. Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company -

Abandonment - in Etowah County. Alabama' 

DearSir or Madam: 

Norfolk Southern Railway Company is considering the abandonment of 3.10 miles of rail line 
between Mileposte 2 40 AG and 5.50 AG, and 1-15 miles of rail line between TA 90 30 to TA 
91.45, for a total of 4'25 miles of rail tine to be abandoned Both segm'erits are located in the 
Gadsden, area' InEtowah County, Alabama. A niap is included delineating the area under 
:consicieration. 

During the removal of track and matenals, if ahy, Norfolk Southem does not anticipate the 
use of any new access roads, the need to conduct dredging, or the use of fill. Only existing 
public and prh/ate access riDads and the Norfolk Southem right of way should be needed to 
facilitate operations. In addition, the underlying roadbed will not be disturbed: There are 
four bridges crossing waterways on the line. Dunng the removal of track and materials the 
brklges may be-removed; however, ariy debris or other matenal will be removed from the 
area, preventing any of the material from entering watenvays. Norfolk Southem will also-
take all measures to prevent and/or control the occurrence of spills or of any pollutants from 
entering surrounding waten/vays. 

Should Norfolk Southern abandon the rail segment, the approval of the Surface 
Transportation Board is required. In addition. Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 1105 7(91) 
and (9iii) require-Norfolk Southern to address the following statements: 

(i) "Based on consultation with the State Water quality officials, state 
- whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable 

Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any 
inconsistencies." 

(iii) State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act 33 
U.S C 1342 are required for the proposed action." 



Norfolk Southern believes that our actions will be consistent-with Federal, State and 
local water quality standards; however we would appreciate your review_and input. In 
addition, pleaseadvise based on.the above informationlf a Section 402 pennit under 
the Clean Water.cAct,(33 U S.C 1342) is required and the individual to be contacted in 
such case Please direct your responses and questions to Kearston Comegys at 
Kearston Comeqvs@nscorp.com or mail to:' 

Kearston Comegys, Coordinator Abandonments 
Strategic Planning - 1 2 • Floor 
Norfolk Southern Corporation 
3 Commerci'arplace 
Norfolk, VA 23510 

Very truly youTs, 

Marcellus C. Kirchner 

Attachment, 

mailto:Comeqvs@nscorp.com
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CiPrirft^^oriiiTia I 

NOTICR OF INTENT-GENERAL PEKMIT NUMBER ALRtOOOAO 

NI'DILS I'EIlAirr NUMBER .\LRIOftOi)0 IS .\ GENER.\L PIIR.MIT .VUTIIORIZING DI.SCILVRCES .\SSOCL\TED w m i 
CONSrrRUCnON .\CTrvmES R I A T RIISULT IN A T0"I".\1. L \ N D 0ISTURIJ. \NCE OI- O N E ACRE OR GRlLV'HiR AND 
SITES LESS'n IAN (iNE ACRE BUT .\RE P.\RT Of A L\RCER COMMON IM-VN OR DEVLLOI>MI-.NT (̂ R SALE 

Muil In: Alabama Depamnent or Environmcnial Munugement 
Water Divisiun 
Post Oince Box 301463 
Montgomeiy, Al3l>uma 36130-1463 

PLE.VSE COMPI.imi .SLL QUESTIONS RESPOND W m t "N/A" AS APPROPRIATE INCOMPLETE OR INCORREO* 
.VNSWER.S, OR MISSING .SIGNATURES WILL DEL.\Y PRCX:iiS.SlNG IF SPACE IS INSUFHCIENT, CON'nNUE ON AN 
AlTACMED SHEET(S) AS NECIiSS/\RY ATFACII CBMPP AND OTHER INFORALU'ION AS NIiliDED I'LILVSE-1VPI7 flR 
I'RINTLECIULVININK. 

I ri'RMl'ITlil*: INI*OKM.\*nON Initial* D Mtilifianim Q I'ninirer Q llencwal Q I'KVKMUAIR 

I'ermiiiee Name 

RcsiKinsible Owner/Openitor or (JfFiaal, and Title 

Res|MjnsiliIe ()rricial (RO) Street/Physical Address 

Responsible OfGcial (RO) .Miiiling .Wdress 

Responsible Oft'icial Phone Number 

Responsible Officul E-Mail Adilrns 

City, State, and '/up Code 

City, State, and Zip Code 

II r . \ciLrn ' INFORMATION 
lacility/Sitc Name 

Facility Siieet Address Q£ I.x>caiion Description 

1 acilit) I'roiit Gnte Ljutiide and Ijingitude 

FacUity Contact and Title 

Facility Coniact Phone Number 

City Zip Code County(s) 

Directions to the Sue 

III .\CI Ivr iY DESCRIPTION 
RnerDescnpiiunofConsinicuon / Land disturbance activity(5). 

iVrea of the Permitted site Total site area in acres* Total disturbed area in acres. 

IV RECEIVING WATERS 
IJSI lume of leceivmg watcr(9), lautude & longitude (decimal or deg,min,sec] uf locauon(s) that lun-offenters the receiving water, and the 

watertwdr classification 

Receiving Waier latitude longitude Waterbody Classification 

ADEMFomi24II-lldoc Page I of2 
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V PRIORflY CONSTRUCTION SHI*. 

Is ihis J Pnurity Cunstruciion Site' Ves Q No Q If yes, Jiiach/siihmit a copy ofthe CBMPP 

VI FACILIT^' .\L\P 

Please attach * USGS topographic map showing the location ofthe Facdity including site boundaries 

'̂11 < jUALIFIED CRI*.DENTI.\LED PROFILSSIONAL (QCP) CERTIFlCmON 

"I certify under penalty of bw that a comprehensive ConsiniciKin Best Management Pracnces Plan (CBMPP) for the prevention and 
miniinizaiion of all sources of pollution m stormwater and authonzed related process wastewater runoff has lieen prepared under my 
supervision for this site/acrivity. and associated regulated jreas/activities The CBMPP meets the requirements of this permit and if 
properly implemented and maintained by the operator, discharges of pollutants in stonnwaier runoff can reasonably be expected to be 
effectively minimued to the maximum extent practicable according to the requirements of .VDEM j\dmiiustRiti%'e Code Chapter 335-6-6-
23 and this Pemrut. 'Ilie CBMPP descnbes the erosion and sediment control measures that must be fully unplementcd and regularly 
m.-iiniaincd as needed nt the permuted site in accordance with sound sediment and einsion control practices to ensure the protection of 
water qualny." 

QCP Designaiion/Desciipuon. 

.\ddress Registration / Cemfication: 

Name and Title (type or Pnni) Phone Number 

Signature Date Signed 

VIII. OPERiVTOR- RI-SPONSIULE OFFICIAL SIGNATURE 

Pursuant to ADEM Adminisiiative Code Rule 335-6-6- 09, this NOI must be signed by a Responsible Offiaal ofthe permittee who is the 
nperaior, <iwner, the sole proprietor nf a sole propiierorship, a general/controlling member or partner, a ranking elected official or oiher 
duly authorized represeniative foraunitofgovernmeni, or an executive officer of at least ihe level of vtce-prenideni for a corporation, 
having overall responsibility and decision making for the site/acuviiy "I cerufy under penalty of bw that this form, the CBMPP, and all 
attachments uere prep.ired under my direciioii or supLp-ision in accordance with a system designed to assure that quabOed petsonnel 
properly gathered and evaluated the informaiion submitted Based on my inquiry of the quahfied credeniiated professiuiul (QCP) and 
other person or |xrstins viho manage the system or those persons directly responsible for gaihenng the information, the mfotmaiinn 
submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and Iielief, true, accurate, correct, and complete 1 am aware that there are significant penalties 
for submitting false uiformauon includuig the possibiliiy of fine or imprisonment for knowing viobuons. I cerufy that tlus form has not 
been altered, and if copied or tepnxJuced, is consistent in format and identical in content to the ADE.M approved form I funher cerufy 
that lhe proposed discharges descnbed in this le^stration have been evaluated for the presence of any non-construction and/or 
ciul/mlnetal mining sinimwater, or process wastewaten have been fiillv identified." 

Name and Title (lype or Pnni) • Ot'Hcial Tide 

Signamre Date Signed 

ADEM Form 24 I l-I I doc Page 2 o r 2 
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Unttcd States Depar tment o f Agr icu l tu re 

>^NRCS 
Natural Resources Consenration Seivice Telephone (334) 667-4559 
PO 80x311 
3381 Skyway Dnve 
Auburn, AL 36830 

May 29,2012 

Kearston Comegys, Coordinalor Abaiidonmciiis 
Strategic Planning-12''' I'loor, 
Norfolk Southem Corporation 
3 Commercial Place 
Norfolk. VA 23510 

RE: Docket Ni> AK-290 (Sub-No. 335X), Norfolk Southern Kailway Oimpany-
Al):indunment- Etowah Couniy, AL 

Dear Mr Comegys 

Enclosed is soils information for the proposed abandonment of 3 10 miles of rail line located in 
the city of Gadsden in Etowah Couniy, Alabama The proposed area does not contain prime farm 
land suil map imits. Additionally, the proposed Rail line is located in the city cooperate limits 
and is exempt and does not contain "prime farmland" under the definition ofthe Natural 
Resources Conservation Service nor thai of lhc Departmental Regulation 9500-3. 

Pleitse advise if additional information is needed. 

Sinccrcly, 

£aiu iatcc £ . MclQAec 

LAWRENCE MCGIIEE 
Assistant State Soil Scientist 

Enclosure 

cc: 
Milton Tuck, Resource Soil Scientist, NRCS, Tuscaloosa, AL 

Helping People Help the Land 
An Equal Omnmnlly Pnvldar ana CmpHqiar 
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Farmland Ctassification-Etowah County. Alabama 

Farmland Classification 

Farmland Classification— Summary by Map Unit — Etowah County, Alabama (AL05S) 

Map unit symbol 

9 

17 

33 

40 

62 

63 

W 

Totals for Area of 1 

Map unit name Rating 

Chewada sitt loam 

Conasauga-Urban land complex. 2 to IS 
percent slopes 

Kolston-Urban land complax, 2 to IS 
percent slopes 

Not prime farmland 

Not pnme farmland 

Not prims tarmtand 

Linker-Townley complex, 15 to 30 Not prime farmland 
percent slopes 

Townley-Leesburg association, steep Not prime farmland 

Urban land 

Water 

Not pnme farmland 

Not prime farmland 

nterest 

Acres In AOI 

13.0 

12.2 

50.3 

0.4 

12.9 

S9.7 

0.8 

I S M 

Percent of AOI 

S.3% 

7.8% 

3e.2% 

0.3% 

8.3% 

38.4% 

0.8% 

10041% 

Description 

Farmlarid classification identifies map units as prime farmland, farmland of 

statewide importance, farmland of local importance, or unique farmland. It identifies 

the location and extent of the soils that are best suited to food, feed, fiber, forage. 

and oilseed crops, NRCS policy and procedures on prime and unique farmlands 

are published in the "Federal Register," Vol. 43, No. 21, January 31, 1978. 

Rating Options 

Aggregation Method No Aggregation Necessary 

Tie-break Rule: Lower 

vm Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 

Web Soil Survey 
National Cooperative Soil Survey 

5/29/2012 
Page 3 of 3 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
CONSULTING AGENCY kKSI'ONSKSTO 

ENVIRONMENTAL ANH HISTORIC REPORT 
fl'OST-CIRCULATION) 



STATE O F A L A B A M A 
ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

A 6 8 S o u i hi Penny STRCLT 
M O N T G O M E R Y . ALA ISAMA 3 6 1 3 Q 0 9 0 0 

T R A N K W W H M E 1 1 1 3 3 ^ > 2 4 Z - 3 I 8 1 
IIXLCUIIVE DiFIECCTOR FAX 334>2<10^177 

December 6. 2012 

Marcellus C. Kirchner 
Norfolk Southern 
Straccgic Planning Department 
Three Commercial Place 
Norfolk. Virginia 23510-9207 

Re AHC 13-0200 
STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No 33SX) 
STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 340X) 
Abandonments in Gadsden 
Etowah Count/. Alabama 

Dear Mr. Kirchner 

Upon review of the proposed project, we have determined that we shall need more 
information to continue our review. Please advise us as to how many bridges of the type at 
Milepost 2.9 and 4.6 still exist in the state and Is this a common design. We concur with the 
remainder of the projecL 

Wc appreciate your efforts on this project Should you have any questions, please contact 
Joseph Glazar at (334) 230-2653 Please have the AHC tracking number referenced above 
available and include it with any correspondence. 

Truly yours. 

u m . 

Elizabeth Ann Brown 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

EAB/GCR/gcr 

T H E S T A T r I I ISTORIC PRESEHVATION O l ' F I C b 
V(WW.i>i4l.ni.i1VI ALA.OI IC 



BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORT Al ION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 

STB Dttckvl No. AK-290 (Sub-N». 335X) 

THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GADSDEN, E1OWAII COUNTY, ALABAMA 

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Suh-No. 340X) 

TENNESSEE, ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY 
-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

.lOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT 

DRAFT NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
ICAPTION SUMMARY! 



DI-PARTMl-Nr01' 'IRANSPORTATION 

Surfucc Transporlaiion Board 

[Docket No AB 290 (Sub-No. 335X) and AI3 290 (Sub-No. 340X)] 

The Alabama Great Southern Railroad Company—Aliandonmcnt Exemption—in Gndsdcn, 

Etowah Couniy. Alabama. 

and 

Tennessee. Alabama, and Georgia Railway Company—Abandonmcni iZxcmption—in Gadsden. 

Etowah Couniy. Alabama 

The Alabama Great Southern Railroad Company ("AGS*'), and Tennessee, Alabama, and 

Georgia Kailway Company ("TAG"') - both wholly-owned railroad subsidiaries ofNorfolk 

Southern Railway Company ("NSR") - have filed a verified notice of exemption pursuant to 

49 C \'.R part 1152. subpan F (Exempt Abandonments und Discontinuances of Service and 

'I rackage Righis) to abandon approximately 4.25 miles of interconnected rail line (the "Line") 

located m Gadsden. I^towah Couniy, Alabamn. Specifically. AGS will abandon approximately 

3.10 miles of rail line (the "AGS Segmenf*) extending between mileposi 2.40 AG (near Cabot 

Ave. in Gadsden) and inilepost 5 50 AG (near the intersection of River and Coosa Streets in 

Gadsden): and TAG will abandon approximately 1.15 miles of rail line (the •* I AG Segment") 

extending between milepost TA 90 30 (located between the north end of Brooksidc Drive and 

Owls 1 lollow Road in Gadsden) and milepost TA 91.45 (al the TAG Segment's connection with 

the AGS Segment west of N 5'" Street in Gadsden). The Line traverses United States Postal 

Service Zip Code territories 35901 and 35904 

AGS and 'I'AG have ccinned as follows: (1) no local traffic has moved over (he Line for 

at least 2 years. (2) there is no overhead iralVic on the subject Line (and that uny overhead tnilTie 



could be re-routed over olhcr lines in any event): (3) no formal complaint filed by a user of rail 

service on lhe Line (or by a state or tocal government entity acting on behalf of such user) 

regarding ccssaiion of ser\'ice over the line cithci is pending with the Surface Transponation 

Board (Boaid) or with uny U S. Distiict Coun or has been decided in favor of complainant 

within the 2-year penod, and (4) the requirements at 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(c) (environmental 

repon), 49 CF R § 1105.11 (transmittal letter). 49 C F.R. § 1105.12 (newspaper publication), 

and 49 C.h' R {; 1152.50(d)(1) (notice to governmental agencies) have been mei. 

As a condition to this excmplion, any employee adversely affected by the abandonment 

shall be protected under Oreaon Short Line Railroad—Abandonment Portion Goshen Branch 

Between 1 inh & Ammon. in Bintiham rf Bonneville Counties. Idaho. 360 I.C C. 91 (1979). To 

addrcss whether this condition adequately pi-otccts alVected employees, a petition for partial 

revocation under 49 U.S C. § l05U2(d) must be Hied 

Provided no fonnal expression of inteni to file an olTcr of financial assistance (OFA) has 

been received, this exemption will he elTeetive on Apnl 4,2013. unless stayed pending 

reconsideration. Petitions to stay that do not involve cnvimnnicntal issues." formal expressions 

of intent lo l1lc an OFA undur 49 C.F.R. § 1152.27(c)(2).'̂  and trail use/rail banking requests 

under 49 C.F.R. § 1152.29 must be filed by .2013. Petitions to reopen or requests foi 

public use conditions under 49 C.F.R § 1152.28 must be filed by .2013, with the 

Surface Transportation Boai^. 395 IE Sti\:et. S.W.. Washingion, DC 20423-0001. 

' The Board will grant a stay if an informed decision on environmental issues (whether raised by 
a party or by the Board's OHlcc of Enviionmental Analysis (OEA) in its independent 
investigation) cannot be made before the exemption's effective date Sec Excmntion of Out-of-
Ser\'. Rail Lines. 5 I.C.C 2d 377 (1989). Any request for a stay should be filed as soon us 
possible so that the Board may take appropriate action before the exemption's cfTective date. 

^ Each OFA must be accompanied by the filing fee. which is currently set at $1,500 Sec 49 
CFR. § 1002 2(0(25) 



A copy of any petition filed with lhc Board should be sent to representative of AGS and 

TAG. Robert A Wimbish. Baker & Millei PLLC. 2401 Pennsylvania Ave, NW. Suite 300. 

Washington. DC 20037. 

If the vcnilcd notice contains false or misleading information, the exemption is void ab 

initio 

AGS and TAG have filed a combined environmental and histonc report which addresses 

the elTects. if any. nf the abandonment on the environment and histonc re.sources OIEA will 

issue an environmental assessment (EA) by , 2013. Interested persons may oblain a 

copy ofthe EA by writing to OEA (Room 1100. Surface Tiansportation Board. Washington, DC 

20423-0001) or by calling OEA at (202) 245-0305. Assistance for the hcanng impaired is 

available through the l-edcral Infonnation Relay Service (I'lRS) al 1-800-877-8339 Comments 

on envimnmental and histonc preservation mattci*s must be filed within 15 days after the EA 

becomes available to the public. 

Enviionmcntal. historic preset vatiun. public use. or trail usc/ruil banking condiiions will 

be imposed, where appropriate, in a sub.scqucni decision 

Pursuant to the provisions of 49 C F.R g 1152.29(c)(2). AGS and TAG shall file a notice 

ofconsummation with the Boaid to signify that each has exercised the authority granted and 

fully abandoned its respective segment ofthe Line. If consummation has not hccn cfTcctcd by 

the fifing of a notice ofconsummation by . 20f4. and ificre arc no fegaf or regufatory 

bamers to consummation, tfie authority to abandon accorded to AGS und f'AG wiff 

automaticaffy expire. 



Board decisions and notices arc available on our website at "WWW STB D0T.GOV.'' 

Decided- .2013. 

By the Board. Rachel D. Campbell. Director. Office of Proceedings. 

http://D0T.GOV.''

